
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 9:2-13  

The Transfiguration 

 

 

So last week was a big week in the study. Why? What happened? What has changed? 

 

• Mark 9:2-13 

• Mark 9:2 

Again, we find ourselves on a “high mountain”? Why is this significant? What have we learned this means 

Again, it is where revolutions are plotted 

Mt Tabor is the believed spot of this miraculous story 

It is a very large round hill in Central Galilee, about a 2000 ft. elevation 

Mt. Hermon is the other likely site – it is even more remote and inaccessible 

Near Caesarea Philippi 

Both sites have a stunning view of Galilee – but I don’t think the view mattered this day 

 

Mark has not made any attempt at all thru our 3+ months and over 2 years of Jesus’ ministry to fix times and lengths of 

times 

Why now? Literally, 6 days have gone by…since what? 

Again, you kind of get a Moses/Exodus feel here 

• Exodus 24:15-16 

This story has a lot of parallels with the Moses’ ascent and descent of Mt. Sinai but we will look at them later 

The Passion week also lasts 1 week, from His triumphal entry into Jerusalem to His death and resurrection 

 

Why just these 3 guys? He is really pouring into 12 isn’t He? Why so selective? 

Does this happen today? 

These 3 were the 1
st
 called (16-20), head the list of the 12 in Mark 3, they were there when He raised Jairus’ daughter 

Peter is the 1
st
 to confess last week that Jesus is the Messiah 

James and John will be the 1
st
 to try and exploit their position 

And the 3 together will be there, asleep, but there in the garden at the end 

What did Peter just do (say) before this passage? Is there any significance that after that great mistake Jesus does this 

with him? What does that say about Jesus? Us? 

 

• Mark 9:2-5 

So again, I always wonder the weird stuff. How in the heck did they know it was Moses and Elijah? 

Must have actually heard their conversation 

Why Moses and Elijah? 

• Mal. 4:4-6 

Represent the Law and the Prophets 

Again, many feel these will be the 2 at the end, the prophets of revelation 

Elijah was one of 2 men in the OT that never died (Enoch the other) and Jewish tradition believes that Moses perhaps 

didn’t either though it says God buried him and no one was there 

Both disappeared from view 

 

How is Jesus described? 

This is a story of Jesus being fully caught up in the love of His Father 

He is bathed in the glory of His Fathers love and power and it completely transforms Him 

By the way, as a note many think Jesus is shining and that shows He is divine 

The others are as well 

• Math. 13:43 

We all will! 

 

What is Peter’s reaction? What do you make of this? 

He clearly doesn’t grasp what is going on? Why? How do we know? 



First, he calls Him Rabbi 

Second, he clearly doesn’t distinguish Jesus as being much more than Moses and Elijah 

The amazingly poor response of Peter is shear evidence of the stories basic truth 

Not sure if the shelters are referencing the Feast of Tabernacles from OT or tents of kings 

 

Just to take a step back, Jesus has selected those with hunger 

Others have come along to listen, but these 12 are having the Kingdom revealed 

They go up the mountain, almost metaphorically, to see the new Kingdom unfolded 

Others on the outside see and yet do not perceive 

But the disciples are seeing more and more clearly, at first people like trees, but now the glory of God 

What is the Fathers message? 

LISTEN…HAVE YOUR EYES OPENED…SEE THE KINGDOM! 

 

Again, this individual resurrection message is odd…they only understood it in terms of everyone at once 

 

• Mark 9:9-13 

What is this bit about Elijah? Why the confusion? 

Elijah is showing up in the middle 

Jesus says, no, not THE Elijah, but the Elijah (figure) has already come…like Me you were looking for the wrong thing 

And in Mal. 4:6 God warns that if they did not listen and have their hearts transformed, He would come and strike the 

land 

Apparently this has not happened yet 

• Mark 13:12, 2 

 It is coming! 

 

Comparisons with Moses and Exodus: 

1. Jesus takes 3 – Moses takes 3 named persons plus the 70 elders up the Mt. 

2. Jesus is transfigured – Moses’ skin shines when He descends 

By the way, read 9:14-15 – Why was the crowd so scared? (still glowing perhaps) 

3. God appears veiled in a cloud - same as over Mt Sinai 

4. A voice speaks from the cloud – same thing 

5. The people are afraid and Peter too – so too the crowd in Moses’ day 

 

Comparisons with the Cross: 

1. Glory on the Mt is private – the cross is in public 

2. Jesus is surrounded by 2 prophets of old – on the cross 2 thieves 

3. On the Mt His clothes glisten in white glory – on the cross His clothes are stripped and He is drenched in His own 

blood 

4. 3 males on the Mt. – 3 females at the cross 

5. The Fathers acceptance – the Fathers ultimate rejection 

6. On the Mt. Peter boasts in excitement – at the cross he hides in shame 

7. And in both scenes, the question of Elijah arises 

 

• II Peter 1:16-18 

• Deut. 18 = LISTEN 

 


